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ACTION ARA-20 

INEO OCT-01 ISO-00 NBA- 10 10-15 ACDA-19 MC-02 CIAE-00 

DODE-00 PM-07 H-03 INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC- 10 PA-03 

RSC-01 PRS-01 SPC-03 SS-15 USIA-15 DRC-01 /139W 

116036 

R012255Z OCT 73 

PM AMEMBASSY SAN SALVADOR 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3835 
INEO AMEMBASSY GUATEMALA 
AMEMBASSY MANAGUA 
AMEMBASSY MEXICO 
AMEMBASSY SAN JOSE 
AMEMBASSY TEGUCIGALPA 
USCINCSO 

CONPIDENTIAL SAN SALVADOR 3719 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MASS, PFOR, ES 

SUBJ: ADDITIONAL COMMENTARY ON GOES PURCHASE OP ISRAELI JETS 
REF: A. SAN SALVADOR 3641; B. DAO IR 6 829 0032 73 

USCINCSO FOR POLAD 

1. LOCAL REACTION TO GOES PURCHASE OP ISRAELI AIRCRAPT REMAINS 
GENERALLY LOW KEY ALTHOUGH THERE ARE FRAGMENTARY INDICATIONS 
THAT IT MAY HAVE ALREADY HAD SOME IMPACT ON THE HONDURAS/EL 
SALVADOR PEACE NEGOTIATIONS. THE LOCAL PRESS HAS NOW OFPERED 
A PEW EDITORIAL COMMENTS. DIARIO LATINO SEPTEMBER 26 CARRIED 
LENGTHY EDITORIAL SUPPORTING THE JET ACQUISITION AS NECESSARY 
AND DESIRABLE AND EXPRESSING THE HOPE THAT THIS ROUTINE 
MODERNIZATION PROGRAM WOULD NOT BE MISCONTRUED BY EL SALVADOR'S 
CENTRAL AMERICAN NEIGHBORS. CONSERVATIVE DIARIO DE HOY 
OCTOBER 1 NOTES ADVERSE REACTION TO AIRCRAPT PURCHASE IN 
COSTA RICA AND HONDURAS. PREDICTABLY, THE PEPR BLAMES 
COSTA RICAN CRITICISM ON ANTI-MILITARY LEFTIST ELEMENTS WHO, 

WHILE QUICK TO CRITICIZE EL SALVADOR, IGNORE CUBA'S LARGE 
CONPIDENTIAL 
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MILITARY BUILDUP. AS TO HONDURAS, THE PAPER ADMITS THAT 
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THE GOH COULD VIEW THIS AS A SECURITY THREAT OR AS A TACTIC 
TO PRESSURE THEM AT THE MEXICO TALKS. THE PAPER COUNTERS, 
HOWEVER, THAT HONDURAS MAINTAINS A SECRET MILITARY TRAINING 
AMP ON THE NORTH COAST, STAFFED WITH FOREIGN ADVISERS, AND 
HAS OBTAINED BOMBERS AS WELL AS FIGHTERS WHICH GIVES IT THE 
CAPABILITY OF SURPRISE ATTACK AGAINST ANY CENTRAL AMERICAN 
CAPITAL. EDITORIAL CONCLUDES THAT SALVADORAN AIRCRAFT ARE 
FOR DEFEMSIVE PURPOSES ONLY AND THAT HONDURAS HAS NOTHING TO 
FEAR. 

2. CENTRAL AMERICAN NEWS AGENCY REPORT SEPTEMBER 27 DATE- 
LINED TEGUCIGALPA QUOTES FONMIN BATRES AS STATING 

THAT NEGOTIATIONS CANNOT BE THE SAME WHEN THE OTHER PARTY 
ARMS ITSELF AT THE SAME TIME THAT SERIOUS PEACE PROPOSALS ARE 
BEING CONSIDERED. BATRES ALSO CONTENDS THAT "NO PRESSURE TACTICS 
CAN VERY THE POSITION OF HONDURAS" AND CALLS FOR NATIONAL UNITY 
IN SUPPORT OF HONDURAS' DEMANDS. ALSO ON THE HONDURAN SIDE, 

REF B REPORTS MEETING BETWEEN PRES ARANA AND LOPEZ ARELLANO 
SEPTEMBER 22 AT WHICH LOPEZ, COMMENTING ON GOES AIRCRAFT 
ACQUISITION, COMPLAINED THAT MOLINA IS "PLAYING DIRTY". LOPEZ 
ALLEGEDLY TOLD ARANA THAT AS A RESULT HE WOULD NOT MEET WITH 
MOLINA IN THE NEAR FUTURE. CONCEIVABLY, THIS COULD EXPLAIN 
WHY SECRET SUMMIT OF THREE PRESIDENTS TENTATIVELY PLANNED 
FOR SEPT 25 (HHE-6230) APPARENTLY WAS NOT HELD. 

3. REACTION FROM LOCAL POLITICAL AND MILITARY LEADERS CON- 
TINUES MIXED. AS NOTED IN REFERENCE DAO REPORT, CHIEE OF 
STAFF COL. RODRIGUEZ DID NOT SEEM PARTICULARLY DISTRESSED 
ABOUT POSSIBLE IMPACT OF THE ANNOUNCEMENT OR THE FACT THAT 
ILACAME FROM A USG SOURCE. HOWEVER, FORMER FOREIGN MINISTER 
"CHACHI" GUERRERO, WHO IS A MEMBER OF THE SALVADORAN BORDER 
COMMISSION, TOLD AN EMBASSY OFFICER THAT HE WAS WORRIED 
THAT THE JET PURCHASE WOULD EITHER I) WEAKEN LOPEZ' ABILITY 
TO NEGOTIATE WITH EL SALVADOR OR 2) BE USED BY HONDURAS 

AS AN EXCUSE TO BREAK OFF TALKS WITH EL SALVADOR SHOULD IT 
FIND THAT IT COULD MEET ITS NEGOTIATING OBJECTIVES. MOSKOWITZ 
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